
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 23, 2021 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

 There continues to be good news as the rates of COVID-19 in our community decline and 

the number of people receiving the vaccines increases. The City of New Orleans now requires 

masks to be worn only by those who have not been fully vaccinated.  

 

 The Archbishop has announced that the obligation to attend Holy Mass on Sundays and 

Holy Days will be restored beginning on the weekend of June 5th and 6th. Please spread the word 

and invite friends and family to join us in coming to the altar of the Lord.  

  

 As things return more and more to normal, here are a few changes that will happen in 

church beginning on the first weekend of June: 

• For the distribution of Holy Communion at Mass  

o We will return to the normal flow of coming forward to the altar (coming via up 

the center aisle and the far side aisles along the walls; and returning via the 

middle aisles)  

o Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion will return to service 

o The ministers who distribute Holy Communion at the center aisle will continue to 

stand behind the altar rail for the sake of those who wish to receive Holy 

Communion while kneeling 

• Holy water will be returned to the fonts at the entrances to the church 

• We will resume the presentation of the gifts of bread and wine from the congregation at 

the offertory 

• Altar servers will return to their full duties of assisting the priest and deacon at the altar 

 

 Please join me in giving thanks to God for His blessings for us as we overcome     

COVID-19. And let us ask for His grace and His strength, especially through the intercession of 

Our Lady of Prompt Succor, that we will continue to gain greater freedom from this virus and all 

the restrictions that it has brought.  

 

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan Hemelt 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org  

Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church 
3368 Esplanade Avenue (Church) 

1322 Moss Street (Office and Mail) 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70119 

Phone 504.488-2659    Fax 504.488-6741 
www.olr-nola.org 

Email:  office@olr-nola.org 
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 Church attire should reflect our respect for God 

with Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond 
    

May 16, 2021  

 

Summer is almost here, which in New Orleans usually means dressing down even more casually than we 

do at other times of year. I know the issue of church attire is a sensitive one – especially in an area where 

it’s hot nine months out of the year. What’s your perspective on how people should dress for Mass?  

 I have a variety of feelings about this. There’s a part of me that remains 

grateful to God that a person is in church, regardless of how he or she is dressed. I 

certainly realize there are individual circumstances where a person may have other 

responsibilities and is not able to dress in what we might consider an appropriate 

manner, so I want to be sensitive to that. At the same time, the church is a sacred 

place – truly holy ground. It is a consecrated place where we meet God in a unique 

way through the Scriptures, through the assembly and through the Eucharist. At 

some level, our attire speaks to the importance or unique nature of what we are 

doing in that sacred space, worshiping God in the Sunday assembly. When people 

go to social events such as weddings or anniversaries or graduations, they most 

often dress with care. That’s not to say they are in formal attire, but they are 

dressed appropriately. Shouldn’t we also take the same care as we go to church to 

experience God’s presence in a unique way through the Mass?  
  

How have you seen people dress for church?   

 I think we’ve all been aware that there are some who at times dress too casually for Mass. In some cases, 

one might even question the level of modesty in attire. I think it’s important for all of us to note that our attire 

should not be a distraction or temptation to other people. This goes for both men and women. I don’t think we 

need to wear T-shirts that advertise beer or that have inappropriate words that could bring offense to someone 

else. Again, I think the responsibility lies with each individual. We should act with charity and responsibility 

and not be a stumbling block to someone else’s worship experience.   

 

Is the problem also just a general relaxing of dress codes in the culture?   

 That does have something to do with it. Everybody knows about “Casual Fridays” and events like that. 

Fewer people wear coats and ties to the workplace. It used to be that to get into a fancy restaurant in New 

Orleans, you had to be dressed appropriately. Men had to wear a jacket and tie. Nobody could walk into a 

restaurant in flip-flops. Those days are largely gone. I realize that the more we live in a casual society, that a 

relaxed dress code becomes more the norm. I want to be sensitive to that reality. At the same time, I’d like to 

continue posing the question: Does the way we dress for church say something about how we view the 

importance of the event? I’d like to reiterate: I am always grateful to God that people are in church with the 

desire to celebrate the Eucharist. To me, attire is always a secondary consideration. Nevertheless, it is worthy of 

our consideration. I’m not sure how much God cares about our attire, but dressing appropriately is a way of our 

saying to God and to others that we value the Eucharist and see it as sacred and as the source and summit of our 

lives as Catholics. My prayer would be that people truly would understand what it means not to be a distraction 

to others in such a sacred moment. I’d love to encourage more people to live up to the adage of wearing their 

“Sunday best” – not to show off but as a concrete way of thanking God and caring for our neighbors in the next 

pew.   

 

 

Questions for Archbishop Aymond may be sent to clarion herald@clarionherald.org.  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